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Economic Crisis Can't

Stall Langkawi Regatta

By Scott Murray

Beautiful spinnakers take to waters around Langkawi [sland during RLIR ‘09,

inds, gustingto 20 knots, and
beautiful sunny weather
lethesl

cause, and convinced that the numbers would

bounce backupin 2010.

the global economic risis
ensuring the success of the 7 Annual R¢
Langk al Regatta. Held from
610, 33 boats competed in sixcl
race committee Ahmad Zailani Bashah (otherwise
known as Zack) was unperturbed by the low number
of entrants, citing the global economic meltdown as

nternatio

es,and rega

For hodon’tknow, Langkawiisa
groupofeither 104 islands achigh tide, or 99 islands

atlowtide, locared offthe northwest coastof Penins-

lar Malaysia. “Lang” stands for brown eagle in Malay
while “kawi” isa local manganese stone. There'sa
I; an eagle clutch

stone, which greets Langkawians and

theisland’s busy Kuah Jetry

2009 Entrants

Sixclasses competed in this year’s regatta:
Racing, IRC1, Premier Cruising, Sports (Longtze &
Placus), Multihull and Club Cruising. And partici-
pating boats flew colours from Australia, Belgium,
Croatia, Denmark, Germany, Great Bri
Guernsey, Holland, Hong Kong, NewZe
Singapore, Thailand, and, of course, Mz

Five boats vied for the Malaysian PM’s
Challenge Trophy n the Racing Class including 3-
time champion Ray Roberts DK46 Quantum Racing,
justoffwinsatthe PhuketKing's Cupand Class Oin
the Sydney to Hobart Race. Neil Pryde’s Welbourne
52, HiFi,which satatop the Asian Yacht Grand Prix
(AYGP)leader board goingintothe event, and Frank
Pong's R/P75 Jlik, the fastest boatin the regatta,
were both looking forline honours. And three-time
champion Peter Ahern was back with a refitted Fare
40, YO!2,seckingto recapturea crown he had won

Jelik & Team Pryde compete in Racing Class at Langkawi Regatta

Whitby, Helmut Schutte’s Benetau 45, Aquavit V,
JeffHarris’ Elan 40, Rapscallion, and Nicls
Degenkolw's IOR % ton, Phoenix.

Sportshoats competed in two different
divisions with 3 Chinese Longtze Premicr
Thompson registered against five youth teams from
ingaporeand M: ailing Platu 25s.

No Fireflys competed in the Multihull
Division, which sawthree catamarans, Bill Webb's
41-6¢ Outof the Bag, Bob Brindley's Whitcheaven
11.5 Xcarior, and Tom Milner's 33-f Seekrongkuk,
raceagainsteach other.

Finally, the Club Cruiser Class had 8
entrants: Kevan Perrins Oyster 435, Rusalka, Keith
Garry's 414t BeauX Espirits, Christopher Kingsley-
Smith's 41-ft Amandla Star, Henning Lenz's 33t My
Toy, Des Kearns 464t Bad Habit, Gordon Hargreaves
45-f¢Sea Urchin,

Gavin Wellman’s Hallberg Rassy 53, Rascal,
and Goranko Fizulic's Karuba IV.

T |

three times. The Farr 520, Zuhrah, i
Malaysian Navy, and skipped by Mohd Razali
Mansor, rounded outthe topclass.

The IRC Class I saw three boats enerasJan
Matthews Sunsail 35 Princess Shardawas pitted
againstAlan Rimington's 32-f Adantis Starand
Mike Van Zyl's 24-fcJandi.

The Premier Cruising Class saw 7 vessels
daround Kuah Harbour:
astings’ Baby Tonga 99 Degrees E (the
s winner) compete,
Vince Chan’s Titan 36, Mata Hari, Stuart
Williamson’s Beneteau 34.7, Scandia Endeavourof

nst

racing; the firstday
wasin Kuah Harbour, the second day, offshore; the
third day featured the “Zack Around the Island
Race”, the fourth day was again offshore; and the fifth
was back to the shelter of Kuah Harbour. Conditions
were good on every day.

DayOne saw the Start Boat draganchor
forcingan AP flagofffor Club Cruisingwhile the
Race Committee aboard Navy PA4 resetthe line.
The Navy PA4 dragged anchor again acthe finish,
butthe Finishing Officer adeptly noted theline
bea dwas able o all the sameline angle for
cach finisher. In Day Two Jelik snagged the pin buoy

When it was

all sailed and

done, the Prime

Minister's

Challenge

Trophy for the

Racing Class

went to

Quantum

Racing,

skippered by

Ray Roberts,

who edged out
Hi-Fi and Jelik

in a hard-fought

contest. It was

Quantum

Racing’s fourth

straight win.
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Malay women compete in
the sportsboat class.

Quantum Racing.

The Longtze stretch.

around its keel, and had to send a diverin to rectify the
ation. Day Four saw the Longtze, Chrisargo, suffer
adamaged rudder forcingitoutofthe race.

The Racing Class, at Ray Roberts suggestion,
decided to add two more races to their schedule half
way through the week so they ended up sailinga otal
often races over the five days.

Day Threewas alittle different. Competitors

had longbeen clamouringZack to
havea “round theisland race”, so he
acquiesced, but due to the unpredict
ablewind conditions in the
afternoon, the ClubCruisingclass
s
b
recorded as per
familiarwith th
group of starters (Racing, Premier
ing, Sportshoats) set off from
the SW corner of Tanjong Genting
Island, before heading north toa
pointoff Pulau Kentot Kechil. The
second group (IRC 1 and Mulihull)
turned into Tyson Straittoreach a
gated pointalongthe shores of
Pulau Singha Besar. Both oups

llowed to starton an individual
apsed time being
ual. Forthose

sis with their

and, the first

Crui;

Chrstopher Gactan Verhegee's Longtze 2 - Exocet
4, while the Royal Malaysian Navy’s Navy

then setcourses fora marker I
Pulau Kedarain Bass Hdrhorandd’\en mlmlm:he

finishline offthe main town of Kuah. As the scenery

1, skippered by Mohd Masyuri Rahmat took
Finally, the Malaysian Multihull Challenge

i

Cup,for inthe Multihull classwentto

n partof Langkawi almost
all competitors were unanimous i their desire to
have this race repeated nextyear.

ay Four saw races competed in the outside
waters of Langkawi with Racing, Premier, and
Sportsboats sailing three times around a Windward-
while IRC, Mulsihullsand Club

Xeatriot, skippered by Bob Brindley. Tim Milner's
Seckronghuk finished second overall and Bill Webb's
Outof the Bag rounding outthe cla
Thisyear's regatta established the “Tunku
Abdullah Sportsmanship” Award as a ribute to the
i i1"C dore ofthe Royal

Cn

gsailed further outinto open waters.

When itwasall sailed and done, the Prime
Minister's Challenge Trophy for the Racing Class
wenttoQuantum Racing, skippered by Ray Roberts,
who edged out HiFiand Jelik ina hard-fought contest.
Tewas Quantum Racing’s fourth straightwin.

The Commodore’s Challenge Cup for Club
Registered Cruisers went to BeauX
Espirits,skippered by Keith Garry.
Second place wentto Christopher
Kingsley-Smith’s Amandla Starwhile Des
Kearns/Jerry Boelens Bad Habits took
third.

The LADAIRC Challenge
Trophy for the IRC Class and Premier

“ru s was captured by Scandia
Endeavour of Whitby, skippered by Stuare
Williamson. Anthony Hastings Baby
Tonga 99 Degrees Easttook second and
Niels Degenkolw IOR 3/4 Ton Phoenix
managed third overall.

Then the Langkawi Sports
Trophy for the sports boatcl
bySMU, skippered by Lim

g Cl

was won

Langkawi Yacht Club, Almarhum Tan Sri Abdullah,
who died in Kuala Lumpurin August 2008, Teams
participatingin the eventvored on the trophy, which
wentrothe boat displaying the best sportsmanship
onand offthe water. My Toyin Club Cruisingwas
the firstrecipient, with Henning Lenz and crew being
thelast boato finish on the last day of the regarta.
Henning described My Toyas: “designed in the 50's
and builtin the 60's, mainlywith fun and enjoyment
inmind”

The Royal Langkawi Yacht Club

Wicky Sundram is the Executive Director of
the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club. Hejoined the Yacht
Clubin 2000as s General Manager, buthe had
been workingfor Melewar Holdings, who used to
own the club, since 1995, Iewas the founder of the
YachtClub, and then chairman of Melewar Hold-
ings, Almarhum Tan Sri Abdullah, who offered
Wicky the post. A
knew nothingaboutyachting, or marinas, although
hel in the service industry. So h
forthree months fo study the industry and he threw

, he was worried because he

Neil Pryde’s HiFi crew hard at worfk.

himselfwhole-heartedly into the project.
Melewarwas originally broughtin by former
Prime Minister Mahitir to help develop Langkawi (the
twowere close friends) and Tunku Abdullah’s
inal plan was to build a hotel. Butatabout the
same time, he boughta 52ftmotoryacht, Putri
Maimunah, and came upon the idea of buildinga
marinain Kuah Harbour hotel instead (Rebak
awas the only marinain the area atthe time).
The Clubopenedin late 1996, was fully
operational by mid 1997 and hosted the final leg of
the Raja Muda Regatta that same year (the Blue Water
Rally also started using the Club as a stopover). Ithad
47 berths, and a three-metre depth at lowtide, butby
2000 hada 90% occupancy ate.
Butthe put K's

Mari

coincided with the official openingofthe marina
extension and seawall.

saysthe RLYCs advantage is thattis
the only regional regatta organized bya marina, and
thacall participants get complimentary berthing.
Surprisingly, Wicky himselfis nora devored.
helikes o say “pilos don’t manage airports” in his
defense. His challenge nowisto
builda 4-star, 72-room boutique
hotel, which would rurn the

RLYC into a marina resort.
he RLYC has been
described asa "world<lass full-
serviceyachting haven with the
lineryofa prestgiouscluband
allhe pleasures ofa resort.” You
can repair, refitel and restock;
and there’s casy access to port
clearanceatthe marina depare-
wellasimmigration and
customs. Services include
storage, mail, laundry, and
rubbish clearance and 24-hour
security. There'sa
pooland banguetf
300aswellasamediaand
meetingroom, barand restaurant. To topitoff, the
RLYC was awarded the Christofle-Asian Boating
Award for “Best Asian Mari acht Clubin 2008”.
Elaborating more on how the RLYC came to.
be, Rear Commodore of the RLYC Tunku Soraya
Dakhlah said her father Tunku Abdullah “loved
Langkawi, and wasa close friend of ex-Prime Minister
MahitirMohamed, whoalso hada great love for
Langkawi. Hewanted to see developmentin
Langkawi take offtoa greater extentand since it’s
blessed by beauiful islands and beautiful ocean, the

allycaused problems because s wash would swamp
the Club, so Tunku Abdullah decided the Club
needed a breakwater and more berths. This -month
renovation was completed in time for the 2002 Raja
Muda Regatta. 154 berths were added as well 340-
metre seawall, makingitthe largestwerberth marina
in Mal
the clubhouse forvisitingyachties, and a number of
marinerelated businesses (e.g. Sunsail & Simpson
Marine) were also setup on the property. The RLYC
can berth 4yachts 60 metres in length
acrossthe top of the pier, and has space for 2 more 30
metreyachesat the end ofthe pontoons.

Then Tunku Abdullah decided

ia. Shower facilities were also installed in

dthwise

theworld o
as manyyachtclubs as he could get o (he particularly
like Cacais in Portugal and the clubs he i
Chileand the Mediterranean), to gerideas forthe
kind ofclub hewanted to build in Langkawi. He
wanted o build something that was open o every-
iendlyand embodied

bout. Hewas also drawn
il

one, which was relaxed and

wharLangkawi slands

fraterni pen,
very rtlaxsd,very sociable beings as wellas beingvery
strongwilled and dedicated. Those werethe influ-
ences thatwentinto buildingthe RLYC. Ifs unique
in thatitdraws youin from the land and ityetit's so
welcomingfrom thesea. The casual, friendly

1l sail

Langkawi needed its own regatta, so the idea for the
RLIR was born and the firstone was launched it
March 0f2003. Organizers, hoping for 30yachts,
were pleasandy surprised when 63 boats registered

the staff h
coming backforand that'salegacy my father passed
ontothe staff: toalways be welcoming, to be free
spirited and to always enjoy life.

"He'dmw anted a(|ubw]1ere multimillio
1d

from 9 countries. The i heinaugural regatta

sitaround the bar ogether,

RILR nice spinnaker.

Wicky Sundram
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chatandlearn from oneanother. He wanted
ingintimately friendly. Ourlocation s good
as Langkawi s gateway to the Indian Ocean and
Indonesiaand even in the monsoon season the seas
are notrough like they are on the eastcoastof
Malaysia (the outer slands protected the main
island from being hit hard during the 2004
tsunami.)

Soraya grew upin NewZealand, which was
where she learned sail. In 2002, she putogetherthe
firstwomen’s team to compete in the Raja Muda
Regatta as way of getting Malaysian women
involved in sailing (Jelik s Tiffany Koo isonewho
ingthatway). One of her father's
aims was to promore sailingin Southeast Asia.
Sorayajokes thatthere are as manyyachts in New
Zealand as thereare in all of Southeast Asia.

sometl

gotstarteds

outtochange tha

Theironyisthat Soraya’s dad (like Wicky)
was nota sailor himself. And even though he didn’t
growup near the sea- he was from Negri Sembilan,
whichis located inavalley, surrounded by moun-
tains- he loved to be outon the water. It reallyis
incredible that he had such a passion for the sport
consideringhewasn’ta committed sailor.

Inclosing, Soraya says, “Langkawi is
magical place, i's so tranquil, you can really beat
peace here, you can truly unwind. When | firstcame
there was one traffc lightand thatwasn’rthat long
ago. And now there’s charter flights arriving from
all over theworld.”

Peter Ahern &Yo!2 at
sealtry to reclaim title
Yo took three times.

Growing the Sport
(Put picture of Yo2! besides this)

Peter Ahern won three RLIRs on Yo!, which

he sold when he moved back to Perth three s

Yo!2, his newyacht, was builtin DK Yachtsin

sago.

Malacea, is cigheyearsold and Ahern purcahsed itin
2007. Besides the RLIR, he enjoys Phuket Raceweek

becaus:

t's rightin the middle of the Australian

winter. He's now the Vice Commaodore of the Royal
Freshwater Bay Yache Clubin Perth.

based i

boatsare tied down, so you can hose them down, and
fold the sails on the dock, there’s good entertain-
ment, and anice barand restaurant. In other regattas,
you have toanchoryour boat, geta dinghy ashore,
and thereare no facilities.

On growingthe sportin Southeast Asia, he

says, “The strongest
I i and

gnations have strong
b

Youneeda strongyachtingassociation, which
o oo toat i

Asia Yachting Grand Prix
(AYGP)

Points are awarded based on the

d Yacht's performance over
nine selected 5-star AYGrand Prix rac-
ing class events (Malaysia 2, Hong Kong
2, Thailand 3 pus japore and the

regular basis. Southeast Asia tends to focus on

regattas - too many regattas, which
areexpensiveand fime consuming
to participate in. Whereas, in other
parts of theworld people sail, and
build up the sportwith clubracing
ontheweekends. I think thatin
this partoftheworld, there should
be far more emphasis on weekend
racingwith locr
focusoninternarional regats,
inth tsid

ors than sucha

that fairly grades the competing skip-
pers ability to successfully run a racing
campaign n Asian waters over the 2008~
09 season.

Atthe final AY GP eventin Koh Samui
the “Champion Skipper” and the “Yacht
ofthe Year” il don the tailored Armani
Koh Samui Blue Blazer and receive the

AYCup traditionally filled vith
chilled champagne atamagnificent prize
giving party on the lawns of the Centara
Grand Beach Resort at Chaweng Beach

Events:

China Coast Regatta

HK o Vietnam Race

Raja Muda Selangor Int| Regatta

Phuket King's Cup

Royal Langkawi Int'l Regatta

Singapore Straits Regatta

President's Cup

Top of the Gulf

Koh Samui Regatta

(http://asianyachting.com/news/
AYGP-08-09.htm)

compete aml(hen gohomewithout
avinga lastinglegacy.
n Perth, and otherclubs

e

in Australia, we havea dedicated,
talented, group of people running
an organized system thatfeeds
sailors from the dinghy o the
Americas Cup level. Butyachingis
sill considered an i
many parts of Asiaa
ordinaryyachtclub here is more
expensive than enjoyinga top yacht
clubin Australia. Good yacht
racing can be done on simple
budgets, with simple events,all
good sailors wantis quality racing.”
www langkawiregatta.com

(Photos courtesy of Royal Langkawi
International Regatta 09)

L Quantum Racing Skip

OVES

Quantum Sa \|1~ which has lofts all over the

ay Roberts the owner/skipper of
Quantum ails ir

vorld, and in Michigan. Ray

| Thast ailing for the

L

hey make the fastes

ilsin the

past 30years. His boat, a DK 46, was builtin
Malacca. Its called Quantum Racing because
he'sin the sail-making business.

“I have been a keer

world.
Ray's primary business is recruitment

and industrial 111)01'11 e. “Idoworkon

offshore oil

in Southeast As

forthe pastten years,” Ray
aysindescribingwhat draws him to this pare
ofthe world. “The twenty

years before thar, [ spent

neingocean-acingboats |
andOlympicclassyachts, W61
but  grew tired of he

Australian Ocean Racing
scene, sol decided tosail to
ns. Myfirst
choicewas to come to Asia,
startingwith the Darwin-
Ambon Racein 1994, then
1did the Raja Mudain
1995 (placed second) my
first PhuketKing's Cupin
1995 (which Iwon with
Millennium) and the
Singapore Straits Regatta
(won thatin Jan 96). That
whetted myappetite for
sailingin Asia, Lenjoy the
cultre differences and [
find the peopleofthe
region friendly and
charming. The regatas are
d

new destin:

operators and awhole range of speci
tothe marine and oil industries as wellas

agood mixofra | activitic
“Asiaisalsoanexciingplacetobe

The f‘rm ‘Workforce International, has
i

Australia, with over

now, becauseit's high
i Jevel.

3,000 employees. Ray's the founderand setit

Youseea dramatic change n the social
the standard of iving
That'salso reflected in the
d betrercach

structure of life a
increases each yea
sailing fleet, which gets bettera
yearand ateracts more interr
tion. The level of the competition in the top
five or six boats in the IRC racingclass i
goodasany in theworld.

as

up L4years ago.
Rayhas competedin 18 Sydney-
Hobart Races, yetit's the only major
Australian yacht race he hasn'twon. “Atthe
lastSydney-Hobartrace,” he recalls. “We were
considered favourites, butwith 200 miles o

SEA Racing Circuit

ByScott Murray

would normally take four. So two years ina
row, I've seen mychance slipaway.” But, he
has won mostofthe other Australian yacht
races several times, includingthe last Bris
baneGladstone Race.

Ray didn’tstarts
205, whenaneighboura
sailingina home builtyachein Sydney
Harbour. He quickly fel in love with the ocean
and the sporcof sailingand
jumped from social sailing
intothe bigrime with the
solingclass, ryingto graba
spoton Australian Olympic
team several times. Then he
boughta 40-focean racing
yacht, Impetuous, and started
racingon the east coastof
Australia from Sydney to
Hobart, and all the way
north to Cairns. Then he
tookon the challenge of the
Coral SeaCl
Cairnsto Port Moreshy,
winningittwice (in 1993-
1994) on Millennium. He
sold Millennium in 1998,
then bought Hollywood
Boulevard, which hewon
Raja Muda Regatta with in
2002, before sellingitand
purchasing Quantum Racing
fiveyears ago.

Asked whatappealed to him aboutthe
RLIR he says, “The Tunku Abdullah really
sponsored the sportof sailingand he estab-
lished the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club, Tosee
itgrow froma few boats in the marina o overa
hundred yaches with talent from all over the
world isincredible. I believe his daughter,
Princess Soraya, will cor
fatherin promoting
becauseit's sucha special place, in fact some of

he sight 1dh lisred

late

ingul
ked him to start

ic from

yofher

go,about 30 miles offthe T:

Quantum intoal; 1}
Rayisin the sail makingbusiness. He  we snapped ofhalfthe rudder, and the
dneyand hasopenedar chances ofwinni d. Iewasalmost

hasasail loftin

loftin the Changi Sailing Clubin Singapore.
Hedoesn’tgetinvolved in the actual sail
production other than to give guidance- he's
more ofa strategicadvisor. Quantum Sail
Design is partofa global organization,

arepeatof 2007, when we had a two-hour lead
onthe flecton handicap honours at Tasman
Light(the mostsouthern parcofthe race).
Then, wewere becalmed and ittook over 7
hours o sail up the Denwin River, which

Foramanwho has seen somuch
success in both the sportingand business
worlds, Ray s unusually hard on himself,
tendingattimes o focus on his few failures,
rather than his many accomplishments
's probably the drive thar spurs

But

him on to sail better, win more regattas an
build beter, faster sails.




