under new
management
left: 1
above: 2
below: 3
below right: 4

n Bob Mott & Grenville Fordham
n PHOTOGRAPHS – LANGKAWI INTERNATIONAL REGATTA SHARON PIVA

Not only was this year’s Royal Langkawi International Regatta
(RLIR) the event that kicked off ‘Visit Malaysia Year’, but it was
also the first edition ‘under new management’. After 11 years,
the ‘face’ of Langkawi Regatta, Ahmad Zailani Bashan (fondly
known as Zack), left for new pastures and Wicky Sundram took
over the reins – bringing with him breezes the like of which are
rarely seen in or around Kuah Harbour. Not a bad start!

D

epending on who you ask,
close to 44 boats (eight of
which made the journey
down from Phuket to be
there) headed for the start
line on day one for five days of racing
around the buoys, around islands and
along coastlines, with winds up to 28kts.
Langkawi Regatta is one of the few
in the region that is run out of a marina
and yacht club, offering free berthing to
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participants. That alone makes it really
attractive! No wet bums or tipped up
dinghies in the surf. No wooden long
tail boats banging up against glass-like
gelcoat for the fight to get ashore. Slip
in, tie up, step off and drop into Charlie’s
Place Bar and Restaurant for a few well
deserved post-race coldies.
For us (Oasis and Niña) the trip
from Phuket to Langkawi was a quick
one, but on the way back we allowed

ourselves a couple of overnight stops; it
could have been longer but we needed
to get back to our businesses in Phuket.
First night was at Ao Pante, a beautiful
tranquil anchorage at the north end of
Koh Tarutao, after a top sail in 15kts of
wind all the way. Those with more time,
and a thirst for exploring, could have
navigated up the mangrove creek by
dinghy to stunning scenery including
limestone caves (crocodile caves) which,

during World War II, were the hideout
of Thai political prisoners turned pirates.
It took the combined efforts of the Thai
government and English soldiers from
Malaysia to flush them out in 1946.
There is also a shop and national parks
station at the mouth of the inlet with
restaurant and basic camping facilities.
Thailand National Parks fees may apply.
Our second day took us to Koh Muk,
again with little need to run the motors
on the way. A stunning all-tide beach
and a sunset-facing ramshackle bar
perched high on the rock beckoned us
for sundowners – after a short delay
while we sorted out some navigational
issues (Mmmm wrong anchorage ...
A question of east vs. west ...) and a
brief excursion onto Koh Muk’s famous
‘Emerald Cave’ known in Thai as a
Hong (a spectacular open-topped ‘cave’
accessed by dinghy through a pitchblack tunnel).

Dinner ashore involved a longish walk
through the jungle to a place called
‘Cheap Cheap and Different’. And it
was. Great inexpensive food followed
an almost two-hour wait (thankfully
beer was not in short supply and the
company was good!) and the evening
ended with a three-wheel-and-sidecar
bike taxi jungle race back to the beach
(the Niña guys won).
Our third day saw us back on our
Chalong mooring by mid afternoon in

enough time to beat the tide and make it
to Ao Chalong Yacht Club for a few cold
ones.
For Phuket based boats, Langkawi
Regatta IS about more than just the
racing ... but let’s revisit the racing
because the regatta experience alone
does make it worth the trip down.
The racing in consistently windy
conditions was, as always, superbly
managed by the region’s most
professional Principal Race Officer, the
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cool, calm and collected Simon James –
albeit with a little help from his friends. A
marine police start boat that refused to
hold in the windy conditions was swiftly
sorted out by a Hong Kong competitor,
Frank Pong, with a loan of a 100kg
anchor from his support boat. It’s that
kind of friendly regatta.

The racing
Race day one: Two brisk windward
leewards in Kuah Harbour. A slight chop
and plenty of wind, which built as the
day progressed.
Race day two: An outside course in
lighter winds and an unhelpful chop that
gave the smaller boats a tough time.
Only one race as the wind died.
Race day three: The ‘Round the
Islands Race’ with an optional early start
for some divisions, including multihulls
this year. One of the notable winners on
the day was Niña, even with the clew
ripped out of her mainsail and the need
to put in a reef to be able to finish first
in her division. In the top mono racing
division 75ft Jelik took out line honours
and improved on her 2013 performance.
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Race day four: Started with an
around the buoys race, then – a first
for Langkawi Regatta which was made
possible by the constant winds – a
through the islands run through two
gates and then to a buoy west of Telaga
Harbour. A downwind spinnaker start,
then through a gate and a reaching run
for a several miles, followed by a reach
back and then a final run to windward
into Kuah Harbour and the finish. Just to
make it more difficult, a freighter entered
the harbour forcing some competitors to
tack early. An absolutely picture perfect
day for sailing!
Race day five: The wind was up to
28kts, blowing the tops off the waves
and creating quite a swell. A number
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of breakages, retirements and didnot-starts were the order of the day.
The hardy ones hung in there and got
deserving wins and podium places.
Some positions were up for grabs if
the participants had realised how close
some of the scores actually were.
Opportunities were lost, unfortunately,
in some cases. Well there’s always next
year!

(although with a little help from
a great crew).
As catamaran owners
who have competed in all 12
Langkawi Regattas, we can
assure the multihull owners out
there – YOU DON’T KNOW
WHAT YOU’RE MISSING!
You get a free (double) berth
for seven days in a topnotch yacht club marina!
Also a special multihull rate
applies, with the boat entry
including skipper and one
crew at roughly $AUD220 and
additional $AUD85 per crew
member. All in a paradise with
great sailing amid wonderful
scenery, good parties, top
camaraderie – and on a duty
free island.

A Lagoon 400 entry in Racing
Multihulls, James Morris’s Fleur D’Epice,
won the ‘Best Crew’ award which was
voted on by crews and skippers of all
divisions. They doggedly hung in on
most of the races to hold down fourth
and last place, spending longer on
the courses than any other boat in the
regatta. A well-deserved award for a top
effort in patience and perseverance.
Ashore in Langkawi, we enjoyed
parties at the yacht club and two other
island resorts, the Westin and the
Bella Vista, with a tremendous grand
finale prize-giving bash complete with
music, dancers, seemingly never ending
fireworks, traditional Malay dancers and
a sprinkling of glittering VIP guests.
As well as the welcome attendance
of the patron of the yacht club and
regatta ex Malaysian prime minister, Dr
Mahathir.

has sadly fallen over the years with this
year’s multihull contingent dropping to
just four catamarans.
Even then, one of the multihull group
this year went down especially to help
make the numbers up. As a long time
supporter of the regatta, Bob Mott’s

Oasis was freed up from charter duties
and put back into race trim of sorts,
even though she had 10-year-old sail
wardrobe. Crew had to be found at
short notice and Bob was obliged to
abandon his regular ride Niña, leaving
partner Grenville Fordham to go it alone

Next year’s dates are
January 12-17, 2015. One for
the diary ...
Also for your diary Multihull Solutions
Regatta Phuket – July 11-13 year?
And Cape Panwa Phuket Raceweek
July 16-2 ? + year

And the winners were ...

In years gone by, a large part of the
Langkawi Regatta fleet was made up of
visitors from Phuket. One year the tally
of multihulls hit 15, with two divisions. It

A ma r i n e polic e s t a r t boa t t h a t r ef u s e d to
hol d i n t h e w i n d y con d i t ion s was sw i f t l y
sor te d ou t by a Hong Kong com p et i tor, Fr a nk
Pong, w i t h a loa n of a 10 0 kg a nc hor f r om h i s
su p por t boa t . It ’s t h a t k i n d of f r i e n d l y r ega t t a
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Multihull Racing: First Afterburner – Daniel Renno,
second Andaman Cabriolet Niña – Grenville Fordham, third
Oasis – Bob Mott (Aussie).
Racing: First Oi - Ahern/Bailey/Wilmer (Aussie), second
Jelik - Franks Pong, third Uranus – Malaysian Navy.
IRC 1: First Foxy Lady – Bill Brenner, second Red Kite –
Anthony Root, third Fujin – Peter Sorrenson (Aussie).
IRC 2: First Phoenix - Nils Degenkolw, second Skybird John Kara, third Orion Pacific – Brian Potter.
Sports Boats: First MYA - Khairulnizam Mohd Afendy,
second ATM1 – Mohd. Masyuri A Rahmat, third RSYC/Setia
West – Kevin Yong.
Club: First Elena – Vaycheslav Somov, second Liannet –
Liannet Technology, third Rasalka – Kevan Perrins
Ocean Rover: First Eveline - Dato Richard Curtis, second
My Toy – Wulf Henning Lenz, third Flissingen – Roel Enggen.
The partners and sponsors of the RLIR 2014 were the
Tourism and Culture Ministry, Tourism Malaysia, Youth
and Sports Ministry, Langkawi Development Authority,
Guinness Anchor Berhad. It was also supported by Permanis
Sandilands Berhad and Neil Pryde. The media partners were
Phuket’s IMAGE asia along with SEA Yachting, HOMME,
Spectrum Outdoor Marketing, Sail-World Asia and Yacht
Style.
Providers of lucky draw prizes from Phuket should
also be mentioned for their support. IMAGE asia, Phuket
Premier Boatyard Phuket, Yacht Haven Marina Phuket, East
Marine Phuket, Tops Chandlery Phuket, Ao Chalong Yacht
Club, Phuket Cruising Yacht Club, Krabi Boat Lagoon and
Sevenstar Transport Phuket.
The partners and sponsors of the RLIR 2014 were the
Tourism and Culture Ministry, Tourism Malaysia, Youth
and Sports Ministry, Langkawi Development Authority,
Guinness Anchor Berhad. It was also supported by Permanis
Sandilands Berhad and Neil Pryde. The media partners were
Phuket’s IMAGE asia, SEA Yachting, HOMME, Spectrum
Outdoor Marketing, Sail-World Asia and Yacht Style.
Providers of lucky draw prizes from Phuket should
also be mentioned for their support. IMAGE asia, Phuket
Premier Boatyard, Yacht Haven Marina, East Marine, Tops
Chandlery, Ao Chalong Yacht Club, PCYC, Krabi Boat
Lagoon and Sevenstar Transport.
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