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Continued from previous page —
Ormston’s Moody 44, Invictas 
Reward, agreeing to stay in 
Ocean Rover A to legitimise 
the three boats in a class 
requirement.

Day 1   Tuesday

It was a bright and sunny 
morning when racing got 
underway in Bass Harbour on 
Tuesday, the 13th of January 
2015, with a 12 to 15-knot east-
northeasterly. Racing, IRC 1, IRC 
2 and Sportsboats were given 
two windward/leewards whilst 
Multihulls, Club Cruising and 
the combined Ocean Rover and 
White Sail Class were given two 
geometric courses.   

Unfortunately, both past 
winners Frank Pong’s Jelik and 
Neil Pryde’s Hi Fi opted out this 
year, despite Hi Fi being moored 
in the RLYC’s marina. This left 
just four boats in Racing — Peter 
Ahern’s TP52 Oi!, along with 
three boats entered by the Royal 
Malaysian Navy, the two Farr 

520s Zurah@151 Racing Team 
(Zurah) and Zuhal along with 
the dk47, Utarid, ensuring they 
would at least be on the podium. 
Setting the scene for the rest 
of the regatta, Oi! made it two 
bullets out of two whilst Utarid 
and Zurah traded 2nd and 3rd. 

In IRC 1, Singapore-based 
Bill Bremner’s Mills King 40, 
Foxy Lady VI (ex-Blondie 
iv) traded places with their 
principal competitor, Hong 
Kong-based Paul Winkelmann’s 
HH42, Island Fling (heavily 
modified back to the original 
designs of Judel Vrolijk), with 
a 1st and 2nd place each. 
Australian Mick Tilden skippered 
the Beneteau 44.7, Fujin (ex-
Ichiban) to a 3rd and 4th place 
against competition from two 
Russian entries, the Beneteau 
First 40.7, First, and the Farr 
400, Lero 3, while David 
Dimmock’s Dubois 40, Blue 
Note, and Brian Porter’s J/130, 
Jing Jing, brought up the rear.

Malaysian entry, Vincent 
Chan’s Titan 36, Mata Hari, with 

Jeremy Koo onboard, 
demonstrated they 
would be serious 
competition for four-
time IRC 2 winner Neils 
Degenkolw’s X-Yacht, 
Phoenix, with further 
competition from Stuart 
Williamson’s First 34.7, 
Old Mutal International 
Endeavour of Whitby, 
Jeremy Camp’s Pele 
Peterson 10.7, Old 
Pulteney Cabaret, John 
Kara’s Dehler’s 10.6, 
Skybird, and Thai ‘Ging’ 
Buranrom’s S&S 42, 

Sansiri Windstar.

The Sportsboats Class, on 
Platus, included seven entries of 
which three were from overseas, 
including regulars the Royal 
Queensland Yacht Squadron, 
the Singapore Management 

University (SMU) and the Phuket 
Youth Sailing Club, Thailand. 
The Malaysian entries included 
two from the Royal Selangor 
Yacht Club (RSYC), RSYC (Setia 

West) and Siput, the Malaysian 
Armed Forces ATM1 and last but 
not least the Malaysian Sailing 
Association’s entry MSA, which 
started the series off with a win.

Club Cruising comprised 
five entries although Carrioca 
was a no-shower. Regulars 
Gavin Welman’s Hallberg-Rassy 
53, Rascal, took first blood 
against Charles Hay’s Jeanneau 
45, Smystery. New Zealand  
sailmaker, (now opening a loft in 
Langkawi) Phil Auger and Astrid 
Graham’s Davidson 35, Sophia, 
was the only one to finish the 
second race amidst equipment 
destruction in the rest of the fleet. 

Unfortunately, having 
suffered sail damage last year, 
Smystery’s owner had been 
advised to replace his sails but, 
having failed to heed the advice, 

had to retire for the rest of 
the regatta. Lu Riu and Martin 
Clark’s 13.8m Amel Maramu, 
Alakaluff, with Chinese friends 
onboard brought up the rear in 
Race 1 and likewise failed to 
finish Race 2.

Amongst the four 
multihulls, Grenville Fordham’s 
Andaman Cabriolet, Nina, 
finished with a 1st and 3rd 
place while Herman Schwarz’s 
Mumby 48, 2Fast4You, 
finished with a 2nd and 1st. 
The Russian entry, Galeforce, a 
Stealth 13, took 3rd and 2nd in 
Races 1 and 2. 

Eveline failed to make the 
first start for the combined 
Ocean Rover/White Sail Class 
but made amends to take 
handicap honours in Race 2. 

Wulf Henning Lenz’s My Toy 
won Race 1 but finished 5th in 
Race 2. Ramasamy Menon’s 
VG Offshore demonstrated 
consistency finishing with two 
4th places. Bob McIntyre’s  
Jelita managed a 2nd and 3rd 
while Adale Hakin’s Oyster 55, 
Chantique, took 5th and 2nd. 
Neither Easy ’n Free nor 
the Moody 44, Invictas 
Reward, finished Race 2 
although Easy ’n Free managed 
3rd in Race 1.

That evening the opening 
ceremony and prize presentation 
for Day 1 was held at the RLYC 
with the former prime minister’s 
son in attendance. 

 

Day 2   Wednesday

It was a cracking day (14th 
of January) on the water with 
the breeze up between 15 
and 24 knots. FH joined John 
Ormston and Suzie Robinson 
on the Moody 44, Invictas 
Reward. A former farmer and 
jockey, Ormston set sail on his 

circumnavigation in 2003 . . . next 
stop, Sri Lanka. 

With just two-up during Day 
1, and Suzie a novice sailor, the 
pair finished in last place in Race 

1 and opted out of the 
second in preference for 

a swim.

Having chosen 
the coastal courses 
rather than Bass 

Harbour, the RO selected 
a geometric course for the 
combined Ocean Rover and 
White Sail Classes, starting the 
cruisers before the racing fleets 
on their windward / leewards.

Ormston, a newcomer to 
racing, took Invictas Reward 
cautiously to the line and had 
a reasonable start towards the 
rear of the fleet, heading for the 
windward mark. Having caught 
My Toy and Eveline, Invictas 
Reward crossed in 4th . . . but 
was relegated to 7th (last) 
on handicap. 

During the start of the 
second race, again a similar 

geometric course, the VHF 
on Invictas Reward played up, 
making it difficult to hear the 
RO’s instructions. Thus, heading 
towards the committee boat 
to read the flags, it became 
apparent that the starting 
sequence was underway . . . 
with one minute to go! A quick 
pirouette meant Invictas Reward 
was well placed among the 
front-runners as the flag fell.

Again, the race was relatively 
uneventful, although it proved 
challenging making Mark 6 after 
which VG Offshore started to 
close the gap heading back to 
the original windward mark. 
Invictas Reward rounded 
marginally ahead with VG 
Offshore slowly easing ahead at 
the finish line.

 Despite finishing in 6th 
and 7th, My Toy and Eveline 
with their favourable handicaps, 
corrected out in 2nd and 1st 
respectively in both races. It 
came as a pleasant surprise to 
all on Invictas Reward  when 5th 
place in the last race corrected to 

3rd on handicap.   

In Racing, Oi! added three 
bullets to its tally with Utarid two 
2nd places. Similarly, Foxy Lady 
VI in IRC 1 scored three bullets 
on handicap whilst Island Fling 
had mixed results despite line 
honours in two races with Lero 
3 taking line honours in the final 
race of the day. Just two

             — continued on page 96

Grim determination 
on Invictas Reward 

(top) and the 
Russian entry, 

First (left)
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seconds separated Island Fling
from 2nd-placed Fujin in Race 
4, whilst 30 seconds separated 
them from 3rd-placed First in 
Race 5. 

Mata Hari made it five bullets 
in a row adding three on the day 
with Endeavour of Whitby and 
Phoenix missing out by seconds 
on handicap.

Sophia shared the honours 
with Rascal in Club Class with a 
1st and 2nd place each.

In the Platus, the MSA
team from the Malaysian 
Yachting Association broke 
their mast before the start 
of the first race ruling 
them out for the series. 

In the second Multihull 
race, Nina protested 
Galeforce and 2Fast4You
for sailing the wrong 
course but the protest 
was invalid. After further 
discussion with the 
international jury, chaired 
by former Langkawi resident, 
Bryan Willis, 2Fast4You admitted 
to sailing the wrong course 
and retired but the Russians 
on Galeforce made no such 
admission. Ultimately the race 
was canned and resailed.

Day 3 Thursday

With the breeze expected to 
hold (15.Jan.15), the RO opted 
for the Around the Island race 
and, as in past years, opened the 
start line for the Cruising fleets 
and Multihulls early, allowing 
them to start in their own time 
(between 0745 and 0845). 

Invictas Reward, with FH 
as crew, took advantage of the 
early start, hitting the line at 
0820 after powering up for the 
downwind start. Initially, in a 
12 to 15-knot breeze, Invictas
Reward made good progress 
closing the gap and overtaking 
earlier starters My Toy and 
Eveline as the wind built to 
18 knots. 

The second gate for the 
cruising fleet was in the wind 
shadow of Pulau Dayang 

Bunting. The fleet drifted down 
the channel but fortunately, 
despite the frustrations, Ormston 
was persuaded not to resort to 
the iron maiden. Invictas Reward
finally cleared the channel, into 
a freshening breeze in Bass 
Harbour. A 30-knot gust almost 
broached the Moody 44 as it 
headed for the final gate on the 
course and into the finish line. 

There was an even greater 
surprise on returning to RLYC 
where the results were posted. 
On handicap, Invictas Reward

finished 1st, pipping Eveline by 
just 25 seconds after four hours. 

Certain sailors in the White 
Sail Class felt they were missing 
out on trophies against the well 
handicapped Ocean Rovers and 
the class was again split for the 
remainder of the regatta into 
Ocean Rover A & B and results 
recalculated for the series.

In the other classes, Oi!,
Foxy Lady VI, Mata Hari,
Nina and Sophia all won their 
respective classes. Rather 
than an Island Race, the Platus 
returned to Bass Harbour for 
three windward / leewards with 
the RSYC (Setia West) holding 
off SMU by just 11 seconds, 23 
seconds and 13 seconds in their 
Races 5, 6 and 7 respectively. 

Day 4 Friday

Once again, conditions 
remained favourable (16.Jan.15) 
to venture out of Bass Harbour 
to the West Coast Courses 
heading towards Telaga Harbour. 
However, the racing classes 
completed a windward / leeward 
before joining the cruising fleets.

With approximately 45 
minutes to go before its start, 
Invictas Reward had problems 
unfurling its jammed main. Even 
sending a crew aloft to untangle 
the sail didn’t work. But, despite 
being heavily reefed, Ormston 
wanted to continue. 

Then another problem 
arose when the furling line for 
the jib came out of the drum. 
Meanwhile, the skipper, a former 
jockey, with the bit between 
his teeth and competitive juices 
flowing, opted for a somewhat 

risky tactic 
sailing
between a 
submerged
rock and 
Pulau Selang 
. . . and 
survived to 
tell the tale. 

On
the return 
passage he 
was less 
lucky and hit 

the rock! No one was injured and 
the damage was minimal. Better 
still, Invictas Reward still finished 
in 2nd place behind My Toy in 
Ocean Rover A.

Ocean Rover B, having 
completed the West Coast 
Course, were given a further 
race both of which were won by 
VG Offshore.

Sophia again led the Club 
Cruising Class around the course 
to secure the daily double.

With two victories for Oi!
in Racing, and Mata Hari in IRC 
2, they had both sewn up their 
series results with one day to go. 

In IRC 1, Foxy Lady VI and 
Island Fling traded 1st and 
3rd, again separated by the 
narrowest of margins particularly 
in the first race of the day.

After three races for the 
Multihulls, points were shared 
equally between the three 
remaining contenders with a 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place each.

The Platus remained in Bass 
Harbour for their two races 
where Siput won the day.

The evening’s awards 
presentation returned to the 
Westin Hotel for a pleasant 
function on the beach as the 
sun set. 

Day 5   Saturday 

It was again a bright and 
sunny morning (17.Jan.15) as 
the fleet converged on the 
committee boat for the final 
races. Winds were forecast to 
strengthen to 22 knots before 
easing in the afternoon. 

A variety of windward 
/leeward and geometric courses 
were set for the various classes, 
with the wind around 12 knots.

Again, Invictas Reward,
with its furling main fixed, had a 
reasonable start and made good 
progress around the course. In 
the second start the competitive 
juices of the former jockey again 
must have been flowing as he 
came in between the committee 
boat to starboard with Chantique
to port. A 2nd in the first race 
and a 1st in the second elevated 
it into 2nd above Eveline with 
My Toy winning the series. 

Sportingly, despite having 
already won the Racing and IRC 
2 class series, Oi! and Mata Hari
both came out to contest the 
final day. Oi! added two further 
bullets to finish with a perfect 
score of 10 wins.

Jeremy Koo, tactician on 
Mata Hari, acknowledged that 
they eased off in their final two 
races to minimize the risk of 
equipment damage, finishing 
2nd in both races and allowing 
Endeavour of Whitby and 
Phoenix to share the honours 
with a 1st and 3rd. Endeavour of 
Whitby secured 2nd place for the 
series and Phoenix 3rd. 

A 5th place for Island Fling,
and failing to finish the final race, 
saw Winkelmann and crew slip 
to 3rd in the series, with Fujin
elevated into 2nd place. Foxy
Lady VI, with eight out of 10 
victories, successfully defended 
its IRC 1 title.

In Sportsboats, Siput earned 
a final bullet to finish 3rd with 

The pilot cutter, Eveline, to starboard
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SMU 2nd and RSYC (Setia 
West) collecting the Langkawi 
Sportsclass Trophy.

Sophia again beat both 
Rascal and Alakaluff to clinch the 
Club Class series.

Jelita finally came into its 
own in Ocean Rover B finishing 
with two bullets but had left it 
too late to make an impression 
on the series results. Chantique 
hung on to take the series ahead 
of VG Offshore 2nd, and Easy ‘n 
Free 3rd.

There was no love lost in the 
Multihull Class with Galeforce 
taking Nina’s wind rounding 
the windward mark in the first 
of their three races, leaving 
Nina ensnared on the mark. 
This made it difficult for anyone 
else to see the mark until it 
was announced that Nina had 
become the mark! Nina was 
initially planning to protest but, 
winning the next two races, 
opted out, having won the 
series and the Malaysia Multihull 
Challenge Cup. In addition they 
also collected the Tunku Abdullah 
Sportsmanship Trophy.

The prize presentation at 
the RLYC brought the curtain 
down on another successful 
Royal Langkawi International 
Regatta. With a clean sweep of 
10 out of 10 wins, Peter Ahern 
and crew on Oi! were deserved 
winners of the Racing Class and 
received the Prime Minister’s 
Challenge Trophy from Mahathir 
bin Mohamad. 

Like Ahern, FH hopes to be 
back next year for the 14th RLIR, 
11th to 16th of January 2016.


