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he 10th
Royal Langkawi International
Regatta, held from the 9th to

14th January 2012, surpassed 
expectations. There was little comparison 
with last year when light airs disrupted the 
programme, causing much strife for the 
principal race officer (PRO) Mark Pryke. This 
year, Pryke was appointed technical director 
with Simon James taking on the mantle of 
PRO. Offerings to the bomoh (medicine 
man) must have been substantial as the 
event was blessed with good winds for the 
duration of the regatta.

Unlike earlier years when award parties 
were held at neighbouring resorts, apart 
from for one free night, all the 
functions were hosted 
by the Royal Langkawi 
Yacht Club, where 
the hospitality was, 
as always, splendid. 
Considering the 
budget was a quarter 
of what it had been, 
the host club did a 
commendable job, 
but no helicopters 
for the media and no 
all-expenses-paid trips 
for the winners to join 
BMW Oracle in Valencia 
were on offer this time around.  

One of the major advantages of the 
regatta is the access to a marina. Unlike the 
Phuket King’s Cup, there was no queuing for 
long-tails to ferry participants to their craft. 
Instead, it was just a step onboard and off 
sailing. Also there were no concerns over 
anchoring and no craft landed up beached.  

Throughout its 10 years, the 
regatta has always 

attracted a variety of boats and this year 
was no exception. With a fleet of 36 divided 
amongst seven classes, divisions were 

relatively small with just four or five boats 
each, except for Club Cruising, which 

was contested by nine.

The absence of 
reigning champion 
Ray Roberts, a 
six-time winner of 
the regatta in Racing 

Class, potentially 
gave Neil Pryde the 

opportunity to win what has proved for 
him to be an elusive crown. However, a 
worthy successor in the form of Marcus 
Blackmore* stepped into the fray on the 
chartered TP52, Team Premier, renamed 
Hooligan for the event. 

Both Neil Pryde’s Hi Fi and Frank 
Pong’s Jelik II (Boracay) took on the 
Hooligan challenge as well as the Royal 
Malaysian Navy’s two new dk47s, 
Uranus and Utarid. According to their 
team manager two TP52s were on 
their wish list but government policy 
of supporting local industry favoured 
the locally built dks. Seventy-six sailors 

who trained for the event were 
whittled down to 33 for the 
regatta with 14 on each dk47 
and five on the Platu Navy 1.

Rick Pointon’s Jing 
Jing was back to challenge 
defending champion Ben 
Copley’s Swan NY/Club 42.2, 
Katsu, along with Vincent 
Chan’s Titan 36, Mata Hari, and 
Robert van Paridon’s Beneteau 
First 44.7, Tantrum, in IRC 1.

In IRC 2, Phoenix was 
back to defend its title, while 

Cabaret 6 and Skybird also 
returned to try to improve on last year’s 
podium finishes. Others included Skandia 
Endeavour of Whitby and the new J/92S, 
NiJinsky.

Five teams competed in the Sport 
Boats Class with the Royal Malaysian 
Navy taking on Singapore Management 
University (SMU), Malaysian Yachting 
Association/ KFC, Team Langkawi and the 
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron.

Four multihulls competed, including the 
impressive Fantasia II, a 51-foot cat designed 
by owner/skipper Andrew Stransky. Also 
competing was Grenville Fordham’s 
Andaman Cabriolet, Niña, along with Sea 
Level and Mind the Gap.

Charles Hay’s Jeanneau 45, Smystery, 
was back to defend its title in Club 
Cruising facing stiff competition from 
Nicholas Smith’s Free Wind, Philip 
Giles’ Nom de Plume and Keith Gary’s 
Beaux Esprits, chartered for the 
regatta by his sister and friends.

Amongst others returning were 
Wulf Henning Lenz’s My Toy, out to 
improve on last year’s 2nd place finish 
in Ocean Rover and joined by the 
Shanghai-built 100-year-old Bristol Pilot 
Cutter, Eveline. Also competing was 
Baiana and the recently completed 
round bilge, shallow keel traditional 
cargo vessel, built in Terengganu, 
Warisan Duyong (Ancestral Mermaid). 

Sailing got underway in Kuah 
(Bass) Harbour on Tuesday, the 10th of 
January 2011, for the LADA races. IRC 
Racing started with three windward/ 
leeward races with two for IRC 1 while 
the rest completed geometric courses. 
Three bullets for Hooligan in Racing 
gave them an encouraging start over 
Hi Fi with Jelik II bringing up the rear 
behind Uranus and Utarid on handicap 
in the first two races before finishing 
with 3rd place in the third.

Mata Hari likewise got off to a 
good start with two bullets, relegating 
Jing Jing to two 2nd places in IRC 1. 

After the confines of Kuah Harbour, 
the RO opted for open water on Day 
2, the 11th of January. Providing two 
windward/leeward races for Racing, 
IRC 1 and Sport Boats, he sent the 
rest of the fleet on geometric courses.

The first of the windward/leewards 
saw Hooligan add a fourth bullet, but 
as the wind died during the second 
race, Hi Fi, more attuned to light 
weather, restored its pride by taking 

handicap honours, having suffered in Race 1 
with a jammed spinnaker halyard. 

Jing Jing reversed its fortunes in IRC 1 
with two bullets over Katsu and Mata Hari. 
Phoenix took the honours in IRC 2 along with 
Jeff Harris’ NiJinsky. 

Navy 1 was victorious in Sport Boats in 
Race 3 but lost out to a re-energised SMU 
team in the next. Fantasia II again dominated 
the Multihull class.

The newlyacquired Erikson 38, Free 
Wind, took the honours in Club Cruising, 

while My Toy made it a hat-trick of wins on 
its shortened course in Ocean Rover.

It’s always a toss-up for the RO whether 
to attempt the popular around the islands 
race but, unlike last year 
when it was cancelled, 
the forecast looked 
promising. Once again 
the start line was 
opened early between 
0745 and 0845 for the 
slower boats in Club 
Cruising and Ocean 
Rover to get a head 
start and try and avoid 
the lull that usually 
sets in around noon. 

Just two of the 
nine Club Cruising 
entries, Free Wind and Kamala 
opted for their regular start 
sequence and subsequently 
paid the penalty when the 
wind eased.  

Until minutes before the 
start the crew of Hi Fi was 
busy repairing cables securing 
their bowsprit but got away on 
schedule with Hooligan, both 
on port tack heading inshore. 
Meanwhile Jelik II, Uranus 
and Utarid all stayed out. 

According to Blackmore he 
felt Pryde had made a tactical 
error by again later gybing 
inshore that allowed Hooligan 
to open a gap. Also, seeing Jelik II briefly 
run out of wind ahead allowed them to sail 
around the hole and gain significantly on the 
front-runner. Jelik II still managed to take line 
honours in a record time of 2:36:30 for the 
28nm course but lost out to both Hooligan 
and Hi Fi on handicap. But it was not all plain 
sailing for Hooligan, finishing with just one 
grinder after the other disintegrated.

Beaux Esprits mistakenly followed Virgo 
to Mark 3, which was not on either of their 
courses, and lost time having to backtrack. 
Nom de Plume’s crew had managed to 
repair their main so it stayed in the track 
having sailed the earlier races under head 
sails alone. Its pulpit, however, was still 
looking badly contorted after a spinnaker 
drop had gone awry.

In IRC 1, Tantrum appeared to be 
excelling, leading Jing Jing, Katsu and Mata 
Hari only to be overtaken before the finish 
with just seven minutes separating the four 
boats on corrected, Jing Jing taking the bullet.

Endeavour of Whitby and SMU did 
the daily double in IRC 2 and Sport 
Boats respectively.
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 Fantasia II raced around the short 
22nm course in 2:16:37 to take 1st place in 
Multihulls ahead of the fast improving Niña. 
An incident onboard Fantasia II, however, 
almost saw the owner’s wife Catherine in 

the drink. Bringing the clew 
of the headsail aft during a 
gybe, she somehow found 
herself on the wrong side of 
the sheet and, entangled in 
the railing, came perilously 
close to going overboard.

It was an impressive 
sight watching the 60-foot 
Warisan Duyong under full 
sail taking line honours in 
Ocean Rover. Sadly, the 

34-tonner lost out by just 57 seconds on 
handicap to My Toy. 

Despite the breeze easing to 6-7 knots, 
everyone who started finished for the third 
consecutive day.

It was a grey and overcast morning when 
the fleet once again headed out of Kuah 
Harbour for the coastal courses. Onboard 
Warisan Duyong it was an inauspicious start 
to the day (Friday 
the 13th) when the 
engine died due to 
a fuel supply issue. 
Fortunately, having 
learnt from a similar 
occurrence the 
day before, at least 
the schooner jib 
had been raised to 
help maintain some 
momentum should 
it happen again.   

It was touch and go whether Warisan 
Duyong would reach the start in time and 
the skipper of My Toy had sportingly even 
contacted the RO to see if he would delay 
the start. He declined. Eveline, which had 

been short of crew, entered the race for the 
first time but after crossing the line appeared 
to have no idea where it was supposed to 
be headed. Warisan Duyong started some 
seven minutes behind but made good 
progress to the windward mark. Sent on a 
triangular course, when the wind died the 
Ocean Rover fleet’s race was shortened at 
the second mark. 

With the breeze dropping below 1.3 
knots Warisan Duyong lost steerage 
although the current still helped it 
towards its target. My Toy took line 
and handicap honours followed by 
Eveline with the chairwoman of 
the regatta organizing committee, Princess 
Soraya Dakhlah (above), onboard. Finally a 

light breeze helped 
carry Warisan 
Duyong across the 
line with just 10 
minutes to go before 
the five-hour cut off. 
It was, however, 
an exhilarating sail 
home when a 
squall hit.

 Conditions were 
equally frustrating 
for the rest of the 
fleet on windward/ 
leeward courses 
with the wind initially 
at 65 degrees but 
then becoming 
shifty. In Racing, 
Hooligan took Race 

7 whilst in the lighter breeze Hi Fi took both 
line and handicap honours in Race 8.

In IRC 1, Jing Jing shared the honours 
for the day with Mata Hari, while Phoenix 
added two bullets to its tally in IRC 2.

In Sport Boats, Navy 1 took Race 6 
and SMU Race 7. Fantasia II won the daily 
double in Multihulls, while Free Wind won 

Race 5 in Club 
Cruising.

Racing 
returned to 
Kuah Harbour 
for the final day 
of the regatta, 
Saturday, 
the 14th 
of January 
2012, in ideal 
conditions 
with clear blue 

skies making for picture postcard conditions. 
Club Cruising, Ocean Rover and Multihulls 
were initially set a geometric course with 
windward /leewards of two or three laps 
for the rest.            — continued overleaf
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Mata Hai (below), 
Warisan Duyong (middle) and 
Uranus crew victorious 
(bottom)

Hi Fi’s spinnaker antics (left), Haffiman in Bass 
Harbour (below),and NiJinsky (bottom)
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Continued from previous page —   In 
Racing, Hooligan initially led both 

Jelik II and Hi Fi but, with the 
wind building from eight to 16 

knots and flat seas, Jelik II 
overhauled it whilst 

Hi Fi closed the 
gap sufficiently 
to take handicap 
honours. In 

the final race 
Hooligan again came 
to the fore to add a 
seventh bullet to its 
tally from 10 races 
and take the series. 

Never having won the 
regatta, Neil Pryde again found himself in 
runner-up spot. With two 3rd places on the 
final day, Uranus leapfrogged 
Jelik II to take 3rd overall.

Leading the field going into 
the final day Jing Jing was given 
a run for its money over three 
races by Mata Hari but just held 
on to take the series and collect 
the LADA- IRC Challenge Trophy in IRC 1.

Scores were again close in IRC 2 with 
Phoenix just hanging on to retain its title 
with Endeavour of Whitby 2nd. Likewise 
Smystery retained its Club Cruising title and 
the RLYC Commodore’s Challenge Cup.

Two final bullets for Navy 1 tied the 
series on 10 points with Christopher Lim 
Zijie’s SMU team, which gave Mohd Masyuri 
B Rahmat the pleasure of collecting the 
Langkawi Sportsclass Trophy on count back.

My Toy added a further bullet to take the 
Ocean Rover series. 

Onboard Fantasia II, the eight-tonne, 51-
footer, performed exceptionally well hitting 
15.4 knots in the 16-knot breeze and led 
the rest of the multihulls around the track. 
Had an error in its IRC rating (after its main 
sail was re-measured) been realised earlier, 
the big catamaran’s results in both the Raja 
Muda and King’s Cup would have improved. 

It was a close start with Mind the Gap 
in its second and final race of the day and 

series but once 
powered up 
Fantasia II took 
off like a rocket 
to make a clean 
sweep of the 
series with seven 
out of seven 

bullets, leaving Niña and Sea Level with the 
remaining podium positions.

Like the closing parties in 2004 and 
2005, the 10th edition was attended by 
the former prime minister Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad in whose honour the trophy 

for the racing class 
was initially named. 
It was to a worthy 
winner, Marcus 
Blackmore and the 
crew of Hooligan, that 
Mahathir presented 
the Prime Minister’s 
Challenge Trophy.

In a closing 
speech Blackmore 
said he felt privileged 
to be receiving the 
trophy, praising the 
level of government 
support for the 
regatta, unlike any 
he had experienced 
down-under. He paid 
tribute to the race 
management and the 
organisers for doing 
an outstanding job 
in putting on such a 
wonderful event. 
He was particularly 
complimentary 
about Pryde 
and the Hi Fi 
team as well 
as his own Hooligan 
team, concluding with 
his oft-quoted saying 

“A champion team will always beat a team 
of champions.” 

In memory of the founder of the regatta 
and the first commodore of the RLYC, the 
Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship Trophy was 

this year presented to another worthy 
winner, Frank Pong, for his gentlemanly 
conduct on and off the water.

* Marcus Blackmore   After taking a couple 
of years off to go cruising, the former 

Australian Farr 40 champion returned in 2011 to 
the Australian regatta scene with a TP52, Hooligan, 
formerly the Emirates Team New Zealand TP52

My Toy


